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plains and northwest. Among his many ac-
complishments, was a detailed map he pro-
vided the U.S. Department of the Interior indi-
cating the location of various Indian tribes.
Other famous Jesuits include Fr. Peter
Verhaegen who became president of St. Louis
University, and Fr. John Elet, who also served
as president of St. Louis University and was
the founder of Xavier University in Cincinnati.

Countless other Jesuits of the Missouri
Province have made a lasting impact in this
region by serving as missionaries and found-
ing a number of parishes in the lower Missouri
River Valley. Little did that small group of Je-
suits realize that their arrival in 1823, would
lead to the expansion of the Jesuit presence
throughout the Midwest.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in con-
gratulating the Jesuits of the Missouri Province
on their 175th anniversary in St. Louis. I also
ask that you join me in thanking them for their
countless contributions to this region. Their ef-
forts are truly an inspiration and source of
pride for all residents of Missouri.
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the vital contributions to New York
City made by Mr. Ronald A. Belfiglio through-
out his distinguished career with Citibank. Mr.
Belfiglio is today celebrating his retirement
from the position of Division Executive for
Citibank’s Corporate Realty Services.

As the head of the Corporate Realty Serv-
ices Division, Mr. Belfiglio was responsible for
2,500 office and branch locations in 33 coun-
tries, in-house architectural, engineering and
construction supervision, acquisition and di-
vestiture of space, long range space planning,
oversight of 900 employees, and an oper-
ations and capital budget totaling over $3.5
billion.

It is through Ronald Belfiglio’s vision and
leadership that Citibank continues to be a
model corporate citizen. The budget of the
Corporate Realty Services Division allowed for
all the amenities and services provided to the
community in the eight years since Citibank’s
Court Square headquarters has been in exist-
ence. These amenities include the construc-
tion of a Public Library in Citibank’s Court
Square building, art exhibition space, as well
as providing a welcoming environment at
Citibank for the Queens community,.

Further, because of Mr. Belfiglio’s concern
for Court Square’s neighbors, Citibank has
provided generous grants to various commu-
nity and civic organizations. In fact, since
1989, over $500,000 in grants has been given
to neighborhood organizations within my Con-
gressional District’s local Community Planning
Board #2.

It is with gratitude that I rise today to recog-
nize Mr. Belfiglio’s distinguished career and in-
dispensable contributions to the Queens’ com-
munity. His leadership and awareness have
ensured that Citibank’s Court Square is not
simply an impersonal corporate center, but a
vital part of and generous contributor to the
surrounding community.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in congratulating Mr. Ronald Belfiglio on his
outstanding achievements and wishing him
well on his retirement.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce legislation to allow agencies to use their
salary and expense accounts to help federal
employees pay for child care. Balancing work
and family has become increasingly difficult for
families, and federal employees are no excep-
tion.

My legislation will provide opportunities for
federal agencies to help provide quality child
care for their employees’ children. The legisla-
tion I am introducing today will be marked up
in the Civil Service subcommittee, on which I
serve, on Tuesday, July 21, and in the Gov-
ernment Reform and Oversight Committee on
Thursday, July 23.

I have worked with the Office of Personnel
Management to develop this legislation. Sev-
eral agencies, including the Social Security
Administration, Department of Justice, Depart-
ment of Defense, and the Office of Personnel
Management, have requested such authority
from OPM. OPM cannot grant this authority;
we must legislate this simple change.

This legislation does not require any addi-
tional appropriations. It would be up to individ-
ual agencies to determine whether or not to
use funds from their salary and expense ap-
propriations to help provide child care. Agen-
cies—not employees—would make payments
to child care providers to help lower-income
federal employees pay for their child care.

Such child care benefits are already being
provided to military employees—with a sepa-
rate line item, which is more than my legisla-
tion would provide. The Department of De-
fense, one of the agencies seeking such the
authority to help its employees with child care
costs, has pointed out that they can provide
child care benefits to their military employees
but not the civil servants working side by side.

Many federal employees are caught in a se-
rious child care crunch. A recent study
showed that one-quarter of all federal workers
had children under the age of six needing care
at some time during the work day. During a
recent hearing in Congressman Steve Horn’s
subcommittee, testimony revealed that some
federal child care facilities charge up to
$10,000 or more per child per year. Many fed-
eral employees simply cannot afford quality
child care. By allowing agencies the flexibility
to help their workers meet their child care
needs, we will be encouraging family-friendly
workplaces and higher productivity. I encour-
age my colleagues to join me in supporting
this legislation to help federal employees and
agencies meet their child care needs.
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Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, I
fully support the restoration of the Salton Sea
and have worked with my colleagues for some
time in furtherance of that goal. I am a co-
sponsor of this bill, the Sonny Bono Salton
Sea Reclamation Act, and when it was intro-
duced I had hoped that we could proceed
quickly in a bipartisan effort to produce a bill
that all Members of the House could support.
The introduced bill had provisions I was not
happy with, but in the spirit of compromise I
went along, believing that it could be improved
as it moved through the Resources Commit-
tee. Obviously, that has not happened. In fact,
the bill has picked up more contention, leaving
us with much work to do to resolve the dif-
ferences of opinion about how we should pro-
ceed to restore this unique and valuable eco-
system.

I would like to highlight the fact that despite
the differences that have been discussed,
there is much we agree upon. At the start of
this Congress, there were few Members who
had ever heard of the Salton Sea. Now,
thanks to the efforts of our departed col-
league, Representative Sonny Bono, and the
other Members of the Salton Sea Task Force,
Congress is aware, not only of its location, but
of its catastrophic problems.

I believe we have a unanimous bipartisan
commitment to address the Salton Sea’s prob-
lems. We all went to see the Salton Sea re-
stored and maintained as a viable ecosystem
which enhances the quality of life for the resi-
dents of southern California and which sup-
ports a diversity of economic activity in this re-
gion. Our challenge is to work together to
achieve that goal.

The Salton Sea is a valuable national and
international resource. It is an important rest-
ing and feeding area for birds migrating along
the Pacific flyway. It once supported a vibrant
recreational economy. It is, can be, and
should be much more than a receptacle for
agricultural runoff and for polluted New and
Alamo River water.

While there are those who have been aware
for some time that the Sea was in trouble,
there has been a failure to act. The death of
migratory birds and repeated fish-kills has
brought national attention to this issue. If we
continue our present policy of no action, I fear
the bird and fish deaths will be but a few of
the negative environmental consequences that
will become apparent to all of us.

One of those negative consequences, in a
slightly longer time frame, will result from the
export of conserved agricultural water to urban
users, and the treatment and re-use by Mex-
ico of water now flowing across the U.S.-Mex-
ico border which may cause the Salton Sea to
shrink by as much as one quarter. This will
expose a hundred square miles or more of
highly polluted sea bottom to blowing winds,
as has already happened in the very similar
case of Owen’s Lake. The cost of mitigating
the environmental damage resulting from such
decrease in area of the sea could easily reach
100 million dollars per year, far more than the
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